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Hamekubal Harav Mordechal Sharaby, 2t

arav Mordechai Sharabi,

che famed mekubal, was

- born in Taiz. Already at

the youngest of ages, he was seen

by the Rabbanim to be the up and

coming Torah leader of Yemenite
Jewry.

Shortly after his wedding, Rav
Mordechai moved to Eretz
Yisrael. He  settled " in
Yerushalaylm, where he became
close with many of the holy city’s
mekubalim.” He = joined the
Yeshivah Beit El in the Old City.
Later, he founded his own yeshiv-

- ah, Nahar Shalom, named for his
grandfather the Rashash.

Rav  Mordechai was - also

“known for his many mofszm and
veshuos. He was very active in
drawing many back to the ways
of Torah, never despamng from
any lost soul.

He was niftar on 20 Cheshvan

5744/1983, and was buned on__

Har Hamenuchos.

- . Phenomenal Mind

Harav Mordechai Sharabi, a
grandson of the famed Mekubal

the Rashash, was born in-
56721912 in Taiz, Yemen, The

Rashash’s family name Sharabi
came from the city Sharab in
which the Rashash was bern in
Yemen. His father was Ray

Yehudah Taizi.

It is tradition . that the
Yemenite Jews descend from
Shevet Yehudah, from his sons
Zorach and Peretz. In the family

. of Rav Mordechai Sharaby it is
known that they were descend-
ed from Peretz ben -Yehudah,
both from his father and his
.mother,

His grandfather was Rav
Yefes ben Avraham, who served
for many years as Rav in
Sharab. Rav Yefes Avraham was

. known for his anavah, and he

was one of the outstanding

talmidei chahamim of his time.

Rav Yehudah was niftar before

his son was born and his mother,

Mmam, was niftar when he was

just four years old, leavmg him

an orphan. -

He was brought to the home
of his grandfather, Rav Yefes
Avraham, who tended to him as
a father to a son.

Rav Mordechai first went to
school in the local yeshivah.
Since he was very bright, and
realizing he could deepen his
learning, his grandfather set
aside several hours a day to
teach him. . Afterward he
learned from Harav Chaim
Sanuani, and later in the yeshiv-
ah in Aden.

Even 'as a. young boy,
Mordecahai’s outstanding
teaching abilities caught the
attention of his teachers, who
appointed him — when he was
ohly eight years old — to be a
mori, a teacher. His style was to

make things pilpably clear.

When' he taught Mishnayos
Shabbos, dealing. with’ the
melachah of  weaving, he
brought his class to the home of
a relative who was a weaver and
explained the Mishnayos while

pointing out on the Ioom the rel-
evant parts and actions. Some
of his students were twice his
age, but he succeeded in his
role

- At his bar mitzvah, which
was attended by the leading
Rabbanim - of the  city,
Mordechai mesmerized his lis-
teners ‘with his drashah, in
which he expounded on all tlie
seventy sorts of treifos that are
possible in animals, clearly
detailing each one. -~ -

It was then

that the

Rabbanim of Yemen realized .

the great potential this young
boy had. At the age of just fif-
teen; Rav Mordechai took a
pubhc test on the four sections
of Shulchan Aruch and the

Rambam, by all the Rabbanim -
‘of Yemen. It was clear fr thi

test that he was fluentd

kedushah and success$ in teach-
ing came to the attention of
Harav Salim Sa’id, then Av- beis

din of Sharab. Rav Sa’id pre--

vailed upon Rav Mordechai to
move to his own city of Alchada.
There, Rav Mordechai assisted
Rav Sa’id in responding to the
halachic ‘queries he received
from all corners of Yemen and

-in administering the needs of

Alchada’s large local kehillah.

The following year, he was -

sent by Rav Sa’id to be a mori in

- the city of Jebel Chabashi.

‘When Rav Sa’id passed away,
Rav Mordechai moved to Aden,
where he was welcomed by Rav
Meshumar,- head - of the
mekubalim there. The latter
offered him a teaching position
in the local Talmud Torah but at
the 'same time urged him to
delve deeper into the study of
Kabbalah. Rav - Mordechai
began to ascend the ladder of
knowledge of Toras hanistar,
aided by additional practices of
perishus and self-affliction that
he took upon himself during
this period. Before long, Rav
Meshumar insisted that Rav
Mordechai: deliver a regular
shiur to the mekubalim. .

When - Rav  Mordechai
reached the age of marriage, he
set out for Sharab..On. the way
he stopped at ‘a small village
named Achwiha, where a shid-
duch-was proposed to him with a
nine-year-old orphan girl — as
was the prevalent custom at the
time in Yemen, that the girls
marry at nine years old — who
was known throughout the ‘vil-

. lage for her-acts of chessed. Rav

Mordechai agreed, and he mar-
ried Rabbanit. Leah. Eyery so
often, Rav Sharabi would return
to Aden to visit Rav Meshumar
and to clarify with the
chachamim there any questions
he had.

To Eretz Yisrael

All ‘his life, Rav Mordechai
wished to be zocheh to move to
Eretz Yisrael. In 5691/1931, soon
after his marriage, he“and his

- wife undertook the sarduous

journey to Eretz Yisrael. They
hadto be smuggled through the

s scliola hlp,‘»

‘his-

Upon. arrival, Ray Mordechal.
kissed - the earth of Eretz -

Yisrael.

Initially, Rav Mordecha1 and
his family lived in Rechovot,
where he was forced to work in

the orchards, a work that .he”

wasn’t accustomed - to.
Therefore, he left Rechovot and
settled in Yerushalaylm

His family name was origi-
nally Yefet, but when he
reached Yerushalayim he began

to use the name. Sharabi,

explaining  that it was an
acronym for the phrase Shalom

rav al Bnei Yisrael, This was also °

the name that his grandfather
the Rashash went by, as men-
tioned earlier.

As the Rashash, Rav
Mordechai, too, hid his ways
from" pubhc eyes. He lived a
very trying life. Dr. Wallach, of
the. Shaarei Tzedek hospxtal
who recognized:. his greatness,
supported him with one lira a
month.

Rav Mordechai became close
with the leading mekubalim in
Yerushalayim, -among them
Harav Yaakov Lopes. .

His daily schedule, which he
maintained  for decades,
through illnesses, poverty and
countless other hardships, was a
lesson in dedication and singu-
larity of purpose. He rose
before chatzos; he began his
‘day,’ - with Tikkun Chatzos, fol-

lowed by learning in the sefer

Eitz Chaim, which he learned
until Shacharis at the neitz. -

After Shacharis, _Rav
Mordechai would go to Yeshivas
Beit El, in the Old City, which
was headed by -:the mekubal
Harav Shalom Hadeaih, who
saw in Rav Mordechai the lead-
mg mekubal i in the next genera-
tion.

Rav Mordecha1 later founded
.own . yeshivah, Nahar
Shalom, named after Harav
Shalom Sharabi, the- Rashash.
In his minygan ddvening was
intended to be with the kavanos
of the Arizal as.explained by the

Rashash. Sayirig each word only

after mentally workmg through

.the kavanos takes time and pro-

ficiency, and Rav Mordechai

frequently said he would open
his mmouth only after having

thought clearly about what he
. was

going to “’say. " Rav
Mordechai’s . Shemoneh . Esrei

" took about an hour, and dunng

the shaliach tzibbur’s repetition,

which also took about an hour, -
- Rav Sharabi insisted that peo-
iddurim open.
‘and listen mtently"to the words

ple hold their

being read aloud.

In’ his ‘yeskivah, he taught.

Toras  hanigleh and Toras
hanistar for decades and was a
magnetxc force in the Machaneh

»Yehudah nelghborhood

Expert i in ngleh and letar

., Aside” for his expertise" in-
Kabbalah Rav Mordechai was

also: known for his outstanding
knowledge in Toras hanigleh. He
itiatéd a’shiur in Rambam in
his beis. medrash,, agit is gener-
i "Yemenite

Rambam.

After - the - Rambam, they
would learn the relevant Tur,
Beis Yosef and Shulchan Aruch.
As he read or explained the
words, Rav Mordechai’s eyes

“took 'in who was hstemng and

who had just come in, and hé
had-a way of reaching everyone.
His words were shaveh lechol
nefesh — the same explanation
that made sense to a person
with . no background ‘in Torah

offered - fiery chiddushim to .

scholarly participants - of hlS
shiur. .
After his daily shiurim, all

before eating anything all
morning, at about 10 a.m. until
noon, he went home to accept

visitors.

One must vlsualxze ‘Rav™

Mordechai’s ‘'home to under-

stand what it was like during

vistinig hours, H& lived-in a ore-

room house with a small kitch-

enette. There were literally only
dalet amos there. People would
come for a brachah for recovery

from illness, for children and. -
- for a-host of other needs. In all

matters; he gave advice' and
often .led people back to the
ways of the Torah. :. -

‘People offen” gave Rav
Mordechai money, for tzedakah
or in the form of a pidyon nefesh.
These funds went unmedlately
to the poor or to pro;ects to

strengthen Torah and yzras,

Shamayim. . g

Rav Mordecha1 was personal-
ly involved in starting a
Shabbos study grotup for boys in
a local shul. When the local girls
became interested in such
learning groups as well, his wife
began organizing Shabbos study
groups for girls.

Rav Mordechai really found-

ed, funded and oversaw -these . “Bgik

and other such groups as they
began to blossom in -the

Machaneh Yehuda area.

Aftér. visiting s hours, he

would eat a small meal, rest a -
tire after-'

bit. and learn thi
noon with the mekubalim.

At nighttime, aff¢r Maarivhe .

gave a shiur from the halachic
works of the Ben Ish Chai. They

Jews -pasken accordmg to the,

would complete the entire sefer
Ben Ish Chai on the parshiyos of
the week each year on Simchas .
Torah. He would also deliver a-
shiur in.mussar from the sefer
Menoras Hamaor.

" Slowly, however, Rav
Mordechai’s ~frequent fasts,
including the' taanis hafsakah,
which extends from Shabbos to
Shabbos, began taking their toll
on his health..

Rav Mordechai’s wife some-
times commented; " “When 1

) complam to my-husband that he

is-ruining his health by fasting’

" he replies, “Is it for me that I do
~ this? I do it for Klal Yisrael, and

to atone for the generation.

-People. think that it’s easy to

reach the  level of ‘ruach
hakodesh and spiritual achieve--
ments. No one knows how much
Rav Mordechai affhcted his
‘purge. and -protect
shghtest trace of

it from the
tumah.” :
Although Rav Mordechau had

- no children, they always had

boys from the neighborhood eat
with them. About ten local boys
would eat their meals with
them, and many of these boys

. are_today Roshei Yeshivah and

Roshei Kollel. He was a tzaddik
planted in this location, and he
truly served as a magnet draw-

ing people back.
Later Years o

When the Rebbetzin passed
away in 5737/1977, Rav

Mordechai’s health began to
declinie sharply. Racked with ill-
nesses and a weak heart, he
tetained his demanding sched-
ule and managed to conceal the
physical pain he often suffered.
Walking became first difficult

~and later lmpossxble ‘When nec-
“essary, his talmidiri would help

carry him. Six difficult years
after his wife’s .passing, Rav

~Mordecha1 suffered a heart.

attack. :

Itisrelated that in the begm-
ning -of the week that the Rav
Mordechai -Sharaby was niftar,
the Baba Sali’ turned tothe peo-
ple that were in his room and
said, “I-see a terrible thing
thats ‘going to happen, I see a

‘lot of - Jewish  blood will be

spilled, children ‘and.adults, -
plain people and great people.”
And he stood and davened that
entire ' day, - which was 17
Cheshvan, The Baba Sali prayed
and -occasionally sighed. Even
though he was over 90 years-old
he fasted the entire day.

The people in his home knew
that every word was measured
and yet they were very scared.
The next morning after
is, the Baba .Sali
ed with a sigh of relief.
ashem, .the terrible
calamity was averted; one of the
tzaddikiim: .of the- generation
gave his life away for the gener-
ation.” The people listening did-
was:talking about
thought he was
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