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In 5059/1298 Rmdﬂelsch

_ massacres claimed 200 Jewmh
hves Hy"d,

T In 5736/1975 the UN

- declared that - Zlomsm 1s

‘v.racmm .

Kramer, zt”l Rav of Vrlna,
grandfather: of the'Gra -
 5548/1787, Harav Zev Wolfv
Kitziz, zt”1, dlsaple of the Baal‘
Shem Fov.

5612/1851 Harav Yrsrael_
Dov Bet; 2£7, of Stefan -

. 5626/1865, Harav' Neichum. |
. of Shadik, 2t - .-

5629/1868, Hardy - ‘Aharor”

Yosef shiita.

‘quist’ by nature, Reb Yehudah
. ent person - “when: it “came’ to
. Torah study. He ‘would often
‘pace :

. talmidim, “Louder, louder,” and
- wasn’t at.ease’ until the entire

" Torah:

tYahrtzetten
’ R Zinger "of 'Mattersdorf, z¢7l, |
5448/1687 Harav™ Moshe mechaber of theresAharon o
' 5752/1991

Harav Yehudah Tzadkah, ¢,
Rosh Yeshivah of Porat Yosef

Harav Yehudah Tzadkah was -~
orn in Yerushalayim on ‘3
‘hevat 5670/1910. His father .

/as Rav. Shaul T

‘huatzin, author

. Tzedakah * i

as nothmg more than a servant
of thgse -who, serve. -Hashem.

Calling himself” an’ “¥iskupa .
hamdresset” (a-thréshold tram- -

pled. by the féét of talmidei
chachamtm), he:-effaced him-
self ‘not_only. -before ".Gedolei
Yisrael but before all who stud-

7 Mzshpat The Tzadkah famﬂy- !

ved'in a small apartment in :
e Beis. Yisrael uelghborhood

£ Yérushalayim.

“Rav Yehudah alwerys credlt-. :

d his-mother,'whd was a niece

f the Ben Tsh Chal, for gurdmg )

im: properly in Torah.

When Rav Yehudah was only p

years old, he began‘to study’  passe

1 a. Talmud Torah near his.
ome. After completmg Talmud
orah;

eshivah m'Y rushalaylm s -Old™
ity. “Yeshivat ‘Porat Yosef.-was

~12-year~old Yehudah “ her ré

iunded -topreserve Sephardi -
=wry by "produting’ ou_tstand-' I

Sephardl
uzchamzm °

id at mght hed continue o7
arning in the Beer Sheva:shul.’

the Beis Yisrael neighbor-
od. On. Fnday nights . he

»uld study ‘in thé Shoshanim -
Dovid shul, in the company

such renowned' Sephardic -
wolim as Rav Yaakov Chaim
Kaf B

ifer,” mechaber : of»
wchayim.

‘Regardless of Rav Yehudah’
1lhance,Ahe regarded hlmself

Among Reb Yehudah firs
talmidim wete. Rav Berrtzwn

M alem and Rav Ezra Addes,

_zt”l and yblch”t Rav Ovadlah

.of -the Old City, Porat -Yosef’s
- talmidim _,continued to learn
- with valor. But in the end, the

,Crty -Among those taken ‘cap-

v ¢ was:Very-difficult for him.”

_énough money to build‘a new -
- facility. At last the joyous ddy honesty.
arrived: 26 Kislev 5715/1955,
i the -day n’ which thé corner—
sténe ‘of ‘the Hew burIdmg was
lard To thlS day, the Porat Yosef. -

to flourish.

In 5730/1970, when Raszra
. Attiah was- niftar, 7all of the
staff of the yeshivah agreed
that -only. one’ man could

Although mtroverted and

was transformed into a’ dlffer-

the . yeshivah’s. beis
medrash, . demanding, ‘of “his Tzadkah, with whom- he had
been so close. -

At
talmidim were tested by Rav
Yehudah on the halachos CUS-
tomanly learned toward semi-

- chah. It is related that one
time, when a bachur passed the
test satrsfactonly, RavYehudah

Jordanidns. gained the upper ~ was ready to issue him' the stan-

hdnd and ‘captured the 0ld™ dard semichah, He adviséd the
young man {0 visit a certain

- scribe who served. as thé.-
yeshxvahs sofer to wnte and

‘beis medrash buzzed with a kol

Dunng the Jordaman srege

tive by the Jordamans was. the
Rosh Yeshzvahs son, ‘Rav Yosef "
Attla

most .Roshei Yeshiue
humllrty,

S 'Cheshvan
] Yehudah returned hlS pure Soul ‘» ;

bulldmg, desprte “the’
that leavirig Fretz Yisrael

for a specific reasomn: namel_
“to stress the - pnmaxy impor-
tance we place on‘a. Dayans

'-Eventually the yeshivah had
- “Ypon" closer exammatlon,

mcorrect

Yeshivah in Geulah contmues.’

replace  him: Rav Yehudah .

the = yeshivah, Vmany .

s . ‘hIS

you will note ‘that the date ¢
appeanng on the certificate is-"
Thé ' text: rea.ds,_t”

'fW-rit.ten and signed this 26th

. day of the month of Av, in the

year...,” when in reality, today
is already the 27th day of Av.”
" Rav Yehudah’s talmid fully

. appreciated his reservations in

signing his semichah. In those
short minutes, he gained a

. wealth of practical rabbinical

experience, as Chazal state:
“Attendmg to a talmid chacham .
is [often] more beneficial than

studying Torah from him.” He -
~returned to the scribe, who

changed the date. He then
resubmitted it to.Rav Yehudah,
who welcomed. him . warmly,
signed the  certificate and

wished him great success in his . -

future role as a Rav and leader
m Klal Yisrael.

During the final decade of
his life, Rav Yehudah remained: -
‘young at heart and had bound-
less spiritual energy. He closed
the introduction to his sefer Kol .
Yehudah, which was first pub-
lished. in 5744/1984, with the

-tefillah: “Please, Hashem, give .

‘me the strength and the health -
to do Your Will and to continue’
‘my life mission with ‘success.
May -I.be able to continue to-
dwell in the House of Hashem
all the days of my life.”

During ‘the last Elul of. his
‘life, Rav Yehudalr would often
~visit' the yeshivah, urging the
talmidim to. increase. their -
Torah study and to grow in .-

" yiras. Shamayim - and avodas
" Hashem.: On ‘Rosh Hashanah -
5752/1991, he davened in"the _ .
_Shaul Tzadkah shul, ‘surround-
| “ed by his famlly and talmidim.
He
_drashah before tekzas shofar,

. delivered powerful

msplnng all'in attendance.. -
On Motzaei Rosh Hashanah -
he was seized by sharp painsin

‘his chest. He was rushed to the .

hospltal ‘A few short weeks
laer, early in the morning of 12
"5752/1991;. . Rav

to.its Creator. .
Rav Yehudah was buned in
famxly plot iin the .
Sanhedriah cemetery -

X ,'Yerushalayrm ‘His . petirah left s
S Sephard1 Jewry as well asall of E
" Torah Jewry, bereft of .one of N
,Athelr greatest leaders.”

N Yehz zichro baruch. :
This article was culled from'
matenal ina book on Sefardic- -
Gedolim by Yehudah Azouli, cur-
rently. being prepared for publz— %
catwn L -
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