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Rav Yitzhak Kaduri

ar 5654/1894. The greathachamim of Iraq noticed his

eatness when he was still very young. He was born on a
ShabbatHol Hamoed Succot (intermediate days of Sukkot).
Little is known about Rav Yitzhak’s life in Baghdad because his
humbleness almost never allowed him to speak about himself.
Even in his old age, he hardly ever spoke about his past.

I }ham Yitzhak Kaduret’l was born in Baghdad, Iraq in the

Rav Kaduri was born into the world of nineteenth-century
Baghdad, a bustling city that was home to hundreds of great
talmidei hachamim Rav Yitzhak learned in the Zilka Yeshivah
in Baghdad and was aalmid of the Kerem Shelomo, the Bet
Lechem Yehudah, and most notably, the Kaf HaHaim. When
Yitzhak was still a young boy, the Ben Ish Hai often gave him
the job of finding the sefarimthat the saddik needed, pulling
them from the bookshelves in thebet midrash and bringing
them to him.

As Rav Yitzhak grew older, he supplemented his studies of
Gemaraand poskimwith a sederin the great works ofkKabbalah
Inthe year 1911, at the age of seventeen, he delivered a public
lecture in front of many hachamim They were so impressed
with his knowledge that they begged him not to lecture publicly
again, lest he bring theayin hara(evil eye) upon himself. That
same year, Rav Yitzhak left Baghdad for Eretz Yisrael. There he
quickly earned a reputation for being an outstandingalmid
hacham His teachers said of him that he was armri alah






R’ Yitzhak Kauri giving a beracha to R’ Ben-Sion Abba Shaul






on the night that he arrived, he was sitting in a car talking

with his friend. All of a sudden, someone knocked on
the window of the car and said, “Rav Yitzhak Kaduri is here in
America, and he needs a minyan for Arbit.” They decided to go
inside the bet haknessetfor Arbit and grab the opportunity to
see this great talmid hacham.

n young man traveled from Eretz Yisrael to America. Late

Toward the end of the tefillah, Rav Yitzhak called the man
over and asked him, “How old are you, and are you married?”

He answered, “I am twenty-four years old, and | am not
married.”

Rav Yitzhak said, “What are you waiting for?”

The man said, “I have not yet found my basheret (person
whom he is destined by Heaven to marry). May | have a
berachahfrom the hacham?”

Rav Yitzhak Kaduri gave him a berachah and told him to
say certain specific chapters of Tehillim for a month. “When
you pray,” he said, “you should pray with all your kavanah
(concentration and correct intentions).” The man was extremely
happy that he had received a berachahfrom Rav Yitzhak.

A few days later, the man went home to Eretz Yisrael and
his mother told him, “While you were away, | found a girl for
you.” The man did everything exactly as Rav Yitzhak had told
him, and exactly a month to the day that he had received the
berachah, he was engaged.



genious plan. That year, before Pesah, Rav Yitzhak

as notified that the Jews of Iran were having trouble
obtaining kosher wine for the Pesah seder This bothered him
greatly. He knew that without wine the Iranian Jews would not
be able to make Kiddush or drink the four cups of wine at the
seder Rav Yitzhak decided to take action.

Rv Yitzhak’s concern for every Jew once led him to an

Rav Yitzhak knew that one Iranian government official had
especially great respect for him. Although this official was not
Jewish, he had often come to the hacham to request a blessing
from him. Rav Yitzhak decided to contact the official and
explain that he (Rav Yitzhak) wanted to show his fellow Iranian
Jews that he was thinking about them. Rav Yitzhak explained
that he had special bottles of wine that he blessed and then
distributed to his fellow Jews. If the Iranian Jews could receive
the blessed wine, it would lift their spirits. Could the Iranian
government official use his power to arrange for the shipment
of this wine from Israel into Iran?

The Iranian government official was quite happy to show off
his power to Rav Yitzhak. Within a short while, a shipment of
“blessed” wine was received in Iran. It was distributed to many
Jewish families a few days before Pesah.

*

Rav Kadurl the Sandak

mohel told the story of a brit milah he performed with
ARav Yitzhak as the sandak. The mother of the baby was
an irreligious woman from Petah Tikvah who had been



Food for the Journey Aheac

v Yaakob Hillel shlita, presently the Rosh HaYeshivah
RI) Yeshivat Hebrat Ahabat Shalom, once recalled a

nversation that he had with Rav Yitzhak.



A Kameiyah From Rav Kadur

One Motzaei Shabbat, a Yeshivah bachur in Chutz La'aretz
(any country outside of Eretz Yisrael) received the diagnosis
that he had a brain tumor, and the brain surgery took place the
following Thursday. The boy and his father flew to Eretz Yisrael
three weeks later to visit Rav Yitzhak before any further post-
operative medical treatment could be done.

The young boy encountered all types of difficulties
obtaining a private appointment with Rav Yitzhak, but was
finally successful.






Berachot for Everyon

v Yitzhak’'s love and concern for every single Jew was
mous. Once, a group of secular Jews came to Rav

itzhak for a berachah Rav Yitzhak gave every one of
them a warm berachah

One of the members of the group had the audacity to ask
Rav Yitzhak why he had given another man in the group a
berachah “After all,” said the man, “he is not religious.”



Discovering the Culprit

e school in Yerushalayim had a constant problem with
Qevery. The matter spiraled out of the principal’s control

he approached Rav Yitzhak and told him about the
situation. Rav Yitzhak told him, “Write down the names of
all the students in the school on pieces of paper. Take every
individual name, crumple it up, and bring all the papers to me.”

The next day, the principal gave a little bag full of all the
students’ names to Rav Yitzhak. The hacham took a bowl! of
water and spilled out all the little papers into the bowl. He said
a pasuk under his breath three times, and all the papers floated
to the top of the water, except for one little paper that sank to
the bottom.

Rav Yitzhak told the principal, “Put your hand in the water
and take that paper out; it will tell you which student is causing
all the mischief in the school.” When the principal returned to
the school, he investigated the matter and caught the thief
red-handed.



